
Associated Students, Inc. 
California Polytechnic State University 

San Luis Obispo 

Resolution #26-11 

RESOLUTION CALLING FOR THE REMOVAL OF FLOCK SAFETY CAMERAS 
FROM CAL POLY CAMPUS 

WHEREAS: The ASI Board of Directors serves as the official voice of students 
at California Polytechnic State University (Cal Poly), San Luis 
Obispo; and 

WHEREAS: As of Spring 2025, Cal Poly signed a contract with Flock Safety to 
install Automatic License Plate Reader (ALPRs) surveillance 
cameras at all campus vehicle entrances and exits;1 and  

WHEREAS: As of May 7, 2026, a Change.org petition titled “End Flock Safety 
surveillance at Cal Poly campus” has received over 1,500 
signatures;2 and 

WHEREAS: As of fall 2024, Cal Poly is designated as an emerging Hispanic 
Serving Institution (HSI)3, and the Center for Culture & Institutional 
Excellence (CIX) has outlined the values of Cal Poly’s HSI transition 
as: Student Success, Holistic Sense of Belonging, and Expansive 
Curricular and Co-Curricular Experiences;4 and 

WHEREAS: The use of Flock Safety, a third-party private company, as well as 
systems of mass surveillance, raises concerns about privacy, the 
potential for misuse of location data5, and targeted surveillance 
based on exercise of constitutionally protected speech,6 or 
immigration status;7 and 

WHEREAS: The use of Flock Safety and other mass surveillance systems also 
raises concerns about bypassing Fourth Amendment protections 
against unreasonable searches and seizures, including the general 
requirement that police obtain a warrant for searches;8 and 

WHEREAS: An article posted by the Merced Sun Star on April 23, 2026, reports 
that the UC Merced police department is sharing data collected by 
ALPR cameras with the San Diego Sector Border Patrol and the 
U.S. Secret Service;9 and 

 
1 https://mustangnews.net/flock-safety-cameras-cal-poly/

2 https://www.change.org/p/end-flock-safety-surveillance-at-cal-poly-campus?recruited_by_id=d32d4a20-1771-11f1-a14a-

db843c414205&utm_source=share_petition&utm_campaign=share_petition&utm_medium=copylink&share_id=N7VMt8GZDP 

3 https://diversity.calpoly.edu/hsi

4 https://diversity.calpoly.edu/hsi-mission-vision-and-values

5 https://www.eff.org/deeplinks/2015/01/what-we-learned-oakland-raw-alpr-data

6 https://www.eff.org/deeplinks/2025/12/effs-investigations-expose-flock-safetys-surveillance-abuses-2025-review

7 https://www.404media.co/ice-taps-into-nationwide-ai-enabled-camera-network-data-shows/

8 https://constitution.congress.gov/constitution/amendment-4/

9 https://www.mercedsunstar.com/news/local/education/uc-merced/article315497840.html
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WHEREAS: Section 5.3 of Cal Poly’s Master Services Agreement with Flock 
Safety outlines Flock’s right to disclose footage if legally required 
or based on a good faith belief that such disclosure is reasonably 
necessary;10 and 

WHEREAS: Section 5.3 of Cal Poly’s Master Services Agreement with Flock 
Safety outlines Flock’s obligation to provide Cal Poly seven days’ 
written notice before disclosing such footage;11 and 

WHEREAS: The requirement to provide written notice does not necessarily 
prevent potential harm to vulnerable student populations, as 
indemnification provisions (such as in Section 8.4 of Cal Poly’s 
contract with Flock Safety) generally apply after disclosure has 
occurred and focus on allocating liability rather than preventing 
disclosure;12,13and 

WHEREAS: Flock Safety has accessed data from police departments across 
California without their knowledge as a part of a “nationwide 
search setting,” such as the Mountain View Police Department, and 
subsequently allowed federal and state agencies to access ALPR 
data;14 and 

WHEREAS: As of May 4, 2026, the community-based project “DeFlock” has 
recorded 63 cities that have either rejected, cancelled, or 
deactivated their contracts or use of Flock Cameras due to privacy 
and safety concerns;15 and 

WHEREAS: Regardless of the intentions of police departments, individuals with 
access to Automatic License Plate Reader surveillance have 
abused access for nefarious purposes, such as to track a woman 
who had an abortion across state lines or to stalk individuals;16,17 
and 

WHEREAS: The risks associated with the misuse or abuse of this technology by 
individuals within and outside of the Cal Poly ecosystem outweigh 
the benefits of its use;18 19 and 

THEREFORE 
BE IT 
RESOLVED: The ASI Board of Directors calls upon Cal Poly to terminate its 

contract with Flock Safety and end its use of Automatic License 
Plate Reader surveillance; and 

 
10 https://cryptpad.fr/file/#/2/file/NNBx2DBOsflSObJfBfc0yx7Z/

11 Public Safety - FLOCK_ASI_April.pptx

12 https://cryptpad.fr/file/#/2/file/NNBx2DBOsflSObJfBfc0yx7Z/

13 https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/trump-expedited-removal

14 https://www.mountainview.gov/Home/Components/News/News/1203/284

15 https://deflock.org/council#wins

16 https://www.404media.co/a-texas-cop-searched-license-plate-cameras-nationwide-for-a-woman-who-got-an-abortion/

17 https://www.kwch.com/2022/10/31/kechi-police-lieutenant-arrested-using-police-technology-stalk-wife/

18 https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11292-011-9133-9

19 https://www.independent.org/article/2021/11/30/automated-license-plate-readers-a-study-in-failure/ 
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FURTHERMORE 
BE IT 
RESOLVED: Until Cal Poly terminates its use of Flock cameras or ALPR 

surveillance, the Board of Directors calls upon Cal Poly Public 
Safety to regularly post monthly audits of when ALPR data is 
accessed including the date, time, and purpose of the search; and 

FURTHERMORE 
BE IT 
RESOLVED: The Board of Directors urges Cal Poly Public Safety and the Cal 

Poly Office of the President to hold a series of townhalls open to 
students, faculty, and staff to address their concerns about 
surveillance at Cal Poly; and 

FURTHERMORE 
BE IT 
RESOLVED: The Board of Directors calls upon Cal Poly to reaffirm its 

commitment to protecting students, faculty, and staff from 
retaliation for engaging in lawful and peaceful expression, 
advocacy, and speech protected under the First Amendment and 
applicable CSU policies; and 

FURTHERMORE 
BE IT 
RESOLVED: The Board of Directors requests that Cal Poly creates a policy for 

first hearing the concerns of students, faculty, and staff before 
implementing surveillance or other policing technologies; and   

FURTHERMORE 
BE IT 
RESOLVED: That this resolution be sent to Jeffrey D. Armstrong, University 

President; George Hughes, Associate Vice President for University 
Safety; Robert Plastino, Chief, Cal Poly Police Department; Takuto 
Doshiro, Director, Public Safety Operations and Administration; 
Erica A. Stewart, Mayor of San Luis Obispo; Rick Scott, Chief, San 
Luis Obispo Police Department; and Christine Wallace, Public 
Police Affairs Manager, San Luis Obispo Police Department.  

  



Certified as the true and correct copy, 
in witness thereof, I have set my hand 
and Seal of the San Luis Obispo Cal 
Poly Associated Students, Inc. this 5th  
day of June, 2026. 

Attest: 

ASI Secretary

ADOPTED at the regular meeting of 
the Board of Directors at San Luis 
Obispo Cal Poly Associated Students, 
Inc. this 27th  day of May 2026. 

Signed: 

ASI Chair of the Board 

Signed: 

ASI President 

Authored By:  

Scott Drouin, College of Liberal Arts, ASI Board of Directors 
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